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and over-worked chamber itself, he might possibly
have gained a name and attracted a following for
himself outside. He might have become the mayor
of a great provincial municipality, like Mr. Cham-
berlain; or have written books, and established
himself as a leader of political thought, like Lord
Morley; or made a reputation at the Bar and on the
platform, like Mr. Asquith; or engineered a success-
ful labour movement, and had the trade union
thousands to back him up, like Mr. John Burns.
Nevertheless, when all the qualifications have been
considered, it remains the fact that the House of
Commons continues to be our great national
selecting agency for public men, and its efficiency
in this respect, though diminished, is still un-
rivalled.

The House as an Electioneering Body.

The selective function is related to the most sig-
nificant of all the present activities of the lower
chamber of Parliament, that is to say, the business
of jaiaking and unmaking Ministries. This is
now its primary constitutional office, and no other
can be compared with it in real importance. But it
does the work indirectly, or it might be more ac-
curate co say that it lends itself to the work. The
real political sovereign, and the arbiter of the destinies
of cabinets, is the electoral body. In the eighteenth
century, Ministries went out of office because they
lost the confidence of the King ; in the great Parlia-
mentary period of the nineteenth century, because
they had lost that of the House of Commons; and
under the democratic franchise they have usually
taken their dismissal from the electors. Sir